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Season Calendar 

2019-2020 

 

Note: This Calendar includes events known at the time of Publication and is subject to change.  

Please visit the Calendar on the Chorus Website oaklandsymphony.org/chorus (login 

required) and review the Chorus Weekly Updates.   

Regular Rehearsals occur every Wednesday from 7:15 - 9:45 pm at the Masonic Center except 

as otherwise noted. 

Date   Time  Venue   Event 

August 28, 2019 7:15 pm  Masonic Center First Rehearsal 

September 4, 2019 7:15 pm Masonic Center Open Rehearsal 

September 28, 2019 9:00 am Masonic Center Fall Retreat 

October 9, 2019 7:30 pm Masonic Center Dress Rehearsal with Orchestra 

October 10, 2019 7:30 pm Paramount  Dress Rehearsal with Orchestra 

October 11, 2019 8:00 pm Paramount  Concert with Orchestra 

October 16, 2019 7:15 pm Masonic Center Potluck and Rehearsal 

November 27, 2019      No Rehearsal 

December 15, 2019 12:00 pm Paramount  Dress Rehearsal with Orchestra 

December 15, 2019 4:00 pm Paramount  Break Bread Concert with Orchestra 

December 25, 2019      No Rehearsal 

January 1, 2020      No Rehearsal 

January 15, 2020 7:15 pm Masonic Center Open Rehearsal 

March 7, 2020  9:00 am Masonic Center Spring Retreat 

April 16, 2010  6:30 pm Oakland Cathedral Dress Rehearsal 

April 18, 2020  8:00 pm Oakland Cathedral Concert 

April 22, 2020  7:15 pm Masonic Center Potluck and Rehearsal 

May 12, 2020  7:30 pm TBA   Rehearsal with Orchestra 

May 13, 2020  7:30 pm Masonic Center Rehearsal with Orchestra 

May 14, 2020  7:30 pm Paramount  Dress Rehearsal with Orchestra   

May 15, 2020  8:00 pm Paramount  Concert with Orchestra 

May 20, 2020  7:15 pm Masonic Center End of Season Potluck 

 

  



 

3 

About the Oakland Symphony Chorus  

 

Oakland Symphony Mission Statement 

The Oakland Symphony, Youth Orchestra and Chorus bring together orchestral music, choral 

music and youth education to strengthen the Oakland/East Bay community by providing quality 

live performances, education for lifetime enrichment and the perpetuation of the performing arts. 

Oakland Symphony Chorus Mission Statement 

The Oakland Symphony Chorus enriches our community through high quality musical 

performances and educational workshops that raise appreciation and understanding of choral 

music, while providing opportunities for people who love to sing. 

Chorus History 

Founded in 1958 and consisting of 100 singers from the Bay Area, the Oakland Symphony 

Chorus is one of the East Bay’s premier resources for choral performance and learning. 

 

Originally established with the former Oakland Symphony, the Chorus reorganized as an 

independent, not-for-profit organization in 1986.  In June of 2010, the Oakland Symphony 

Chorus merged with the Oakland Symphony [Orchestra] and the Oakland Symphony Youth 

Orchestra to form a new, unified organization known as the Oakland Symphony. 

 

The Chorus’s season runs September through May with a Sing-In series in the summer.  

Besides the Oakland Symphony, the Oakland Symphony Chorus has performed with performing 

arts groups like the California Symphony, Fremont Opera, Napa Valley Symphony, and 

Berkeley Symphony.  The Chorus went on its first tour in June, 2015 to Hungary, Austria and 

the Czech Republic. Our second tour was to Italy in June, 2018. 

 

Membership Guidelines 

Artistic Standards 

Members of the Oakland Symphony Chorus are expected to conduct themselves in a 

professional manner at all times during rehearsal, breaks, sectionals, performances and all 

other functions.  This means being courteous, respectful, and attentive: concentrating on the 

work at hand, and giving your full attention to directions (musical or otherwise) given by the 

Director, the Section Leaders and management staff. 

 

To achieve a high level of artistic excellence it is critical that each and every member takes 

great care and responsibility in arriving at all rehearsals on time and fully prepared.  The 

following guidelines serve as general expectations for preparations: 



 

4 

 

● All members are requested to mark their scores with notations as instructed by the 

Director and Section Leaders to prevent the recurrence of incorrect interpretations 

during rehearsals.   

● Members should check with their Section Leader after an absence and before the next 

scheduled rehearsal for any updates or changes to their music notations. 

● Practice repertoire at home. 

● Listen to different recordings of repertoire while following along with part. Members are 

encouraged to utilize Oakland Symphony Chorus rehearsal Podcasts and Cyberbass. 

● Gain familiarity with the interactivity of your part with the rest of the chorus BEFORE 

arriving to rehearsal.   

● If you have a private teacher, please try to work on particularly challenging parts and 

make note of any remaining questions for Section Leaders or the Director. 

 

Section Leaders 

The Section Leaders (see p. 11) are volunteer members chosen for their musical and vocal 

excellence.  Their primary role is to assist the Director in improving the sound of their section.  

They are the liaisons between the singers and the Director.  They are available during and 

between rehearsals to answer questions and provide assistance.  Members are encouraged to 

discuss their questions about the music with their Section Leader (during a break, not while 

rehearsing) before asking the Director, who does not have the time to respond to everyone who 

needs help during rehearsal or during the break. Several times a year Section Leaders schedule 

Sectional Rehearsals, at someone's home, to rehearse the part of their section.  Most members 

find these Sectionals to be extremely helpful and effective.  Attendance at Sectionals is 

required. 

 

Auditions 

Membership in the Oakland Symphony Chorus requires passing an audition.  Auditions for new 

Chorus members take place during the summer and periodically through the season. Otherwise, 

except as noted below, returning Chorus members are not required to audition.  For your 

audition, prepare one song or aria that is not a capella and provide a copy of the music in a 

black 3-ring binder for the accompanist. 

 

Attendance Policy 

Attending and being on time for Rehearsals, Dress Rehearsals, Sectional Rehearsals and 

Retreats is required in order to achieve a high level of musical excellence.  Having sung a work 
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previously does not exclude you from being required to attend all Rehearsals.  We also 

understand and respect that our members often have busy lives and that extenuating 

circumstances (such as extended business trips, illness, death in the family) may arise.  Known 

extended absences must be communicated to, and approved by, Management Staff and Music 

Director.  If you know in advance that you will be late or absent from a single Chorus event, 

please notify Management Staff by Email at chorus@oaklandsymphony.org. 
Any member who has three (3) or more absences per concert will be required to re-audition on 

the current repertoire in order to be perform in that concert.  Re-auditions will be in groups with 

Section Leaders when possible.  

Members are required to sign in at the start of each rehearsal. Rehearsals start promptly at 7:15 

pm. Please arrive early so that you can sign in and be in your seat at that time.  Two episodes 

of tardiness are counted as one absence.   

 

Rehearsal Policies 

Rehearsals take place Wednesday evenings from 7:15 - 9:45 pm.  The rehearsal location for 

the 2019-20 Season is the Masonic Center of Oakland, 3903 Broadway, third floor, Oakland, 

CA, 94611.  Plan for traffic coming into Oakland. The door on Broadway is locked after 5pm.  

There is free parking in the large lot behind the Center; the entrance/exit is on Manila Ave, 

between 38th and 40th streets.  Do not leave valuables in your vehicle.  There is a break with 

snacks during each rehearsal.  Oakland Symphony Chorus specific announcements are made 

at this time.  Announcements for other non-Oakland Symphony events are generally not 

permitted.  A space will be made available for flyers. 

 

Dress Rehearsals and Concert Policies 

During concert weeks, one or more Dress Rehearsals are scheduled.  Attendance at all Dress 

Rehearsals is required.  Unless otherwise announced, you must place your music in a black 

folder for dress rehearsals and concerts. Do not wear your concert dress to Dress Rehearsals 

(despite that name).  After Dress Rehearsals and just prior to concerts, the Director and/or the 

Section Leaders will make a series of comments and requests.  Pay careful attention at these 

times and mark your music as appropriate. 

In preparation for concerts, for at least 3 days before, make sure that you get enough sleep, eat 

a healthy diet and remain well hydrated.  Avoid or minimize your intake of caffeine and alcohol.  

Your primary goal is to be at your mental and physical best for the concert.  Focus your practice 

on comments you have received, but don't overdo it.  Give your voice some rest too.  While we 

are waiting to go on stage, and while we are on stage, stay quiet and focused.  Don't talk. 
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Concert Attire 

Men  

● Black tuxedo 

● White dress shirt 

● Black bow tie 

● Black socks 

● Black dress shoes 

 

Women 

● One of the following 

o 1. Sleeveless, floor length, black dress with round neck and uniform black jacket. 

You may buy the jacket from the Chorus.  It costs about $45; or 

o 2. The uniform jacket with a sleeveless top, and palazzo pants; or 

o 3. Tuxedo with white dress shirt and black bow tie; 

● Comfortable black shoes 

● Black stockings (if wearing a dress) 

● Non- reflective stud earrings, wedding rings, and watches are allowed jewelry. 

 

Everyone is expected to wear the uniform attire without exception.  Showing up for a concert in 

unacceptable attire causes a distraction to the other singers and the audience.  Please do not 

do it! 

 for a concert in unacceptable attire 

Other Policies 

Members are provided with name tags so that others can learn and remember your name.  You 

are expected to wear your name tag at all times during rehearsals, sectionals and retreats. 

Some members are highly sensitive to perfume and other scented products.  Please avoid use 

of these products at Chorus rehearsals and events.  Please do not wear hats to rehearsal.  Hats 

may block the view of persons behind you. 

 

Chamber Singers 

The Chamber Singers is a small ensemble comprised of members of the Oakland Symphony 

Chorus (audition required). The ensemble rehearses Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 7:15 pm 

during the Chorus season (start date TBD). The Chamber Singers performs several times per 

season at a number of different Symphony and Chorus events.  Please inform Management 

Staff if you are interested in being considered for the Chamber Singers. 
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Potlucks 

At the rehearsal immediately following each concert (except Break Bread), we hold a potluck 

dinner before rehearsal.  Members bring food or drink to share.  The potlucks are an opportunity 

to socialize and get to know your fellow singers.  At the end, members are encouraged to share 

their experiences of the concert, and those of their friends and family who were in the audience.  

Attendance is optional but encouraged. 

Chorus Weekly Updates 

Management Staff distributes a weekly update by Email, generally on Mondays, containing 

important information.  Members are highly encouraged to read them. 

General Policies 
 

Policy Against Harassment 

(i) The Symphony is committed to providing an environment to each of its employees, 

volunteers, chorus members, and students that is free from unlawful harassment. The 

Symphony prohibits sexual harassment, and harassment based on pregnancy, childbirth or 

related medical conditions, race, religious creed, color, national origin or ancestry, citizenship, 

mental or physical disability, medical condition, veteran or military status, marital or registered 

domestic partnership status, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other basis 

protected by federal, state or local law or ordinance or regulation. All such harassment will not 

be tolerated.  

(ii) Forbidden sexual harassment includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual 

favors, or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, when (1) submission to such 

conduct is an explicit or implicit condition of employment or participation; or (2) submission to or 

rejection of such conduct is used as the basis for employment or participation decisions. 

Examples of conduct that may constitute forbidden sexual harassment include, but are not 

limited to: verbal conduct such as sexual epithets, sexual jokes or unwanted sexual advances, 

invitations or comments; physical conduct including leering, assault, unwanted touching, 

intentionally blocking normal movement or interfering with someone’s work because of their 

gender; visual displays such as derogatory and/or sexually-oriented posters, pictures, 

photography, cartoons, drawings or gestures; and threats or demands to submit to sexual 

requests as a condition of continued employment, or to avoid some other loss, and offers of 

employment or participation benefits in return for sexual favors.   

(iii) Forbidden harassment also includes any other verbal, physical and visual conduct, directed 

toward an individual based on their legally-protected status that has the purpose or effect of 

unreasonably interfering with an employee’s or other participant’s performance or creating an 

intimidating, hostile or offensive environment. Examples of conduct that may constitute 

harassment include but are not limited to: racial slurs; ethnic jokes; posting of offensive posters 

or cartoons; distribution of inappropriate jokes or offensive language on email on Symphony 

computers or networks; or other similar conduct. 
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Dues  

Dues for Chorus membership is $375 per year. This payment covers only a portion of artistic 

fees, rehearsal space rental, and a variety of other expenses. Dues are non-refundable. In the 

event you leave the Chorus before the end of the season, you can request that a portion of your 

dues be converted into a tax-deductible donation and receive a letter of acknowledgement. No 

member of the Chorus is denied for financial reasons.  We have various payment plans and 

financial assistance available for those in need.  Please contact Management Staff to request 

more information at chorus@oaklandsymphony.org.  

Snacks 

Each week an assigned group of singers are assigned in alphabetic order to bring snacks or to 

have set-up duty. Please check the weekly Chorus update email for assignments.  If you will be 

absent on a day when you are assigned to bring a snack or another duty, please let 

Management Staff know in advance so alternate plans can be made. 

Chorus Committee 

The Oakland Symphony Chorus is served by the Chorus Committee, consisting of chorus 

members elected each year in the Spring by the entire Chorus membership. The Committee 

Chair is elected by the Committee and attends Oakland Symphony meetings of the Board of 

Directors ex officio. Terms last 2 years.  The committee meets once per month, usually on the 

first Monday at 6 pm. 

The purpose of the Chorus Committee is to represent the Chorus in decisions and activities that 

impact our members. The Committee will recommend and support programs and activities that 

benefit the Chorus and enhance and enrich the experience of Chorus members and the 

community.  If you have concerns or questions about Chorus activities or policies, or if you may 

be interested in being nominated, please contact a member of the Committee. 

The Chorus is committed to diversity among our singers.  No eligible singer is denied 

participation for financial reasons.  To this end, the Committee administers a Financial 

Assistance Program.  We raise funds from Chorus members and at fundraising events.  All 

members for whom paying their dues is a hardship may apply for assistance from this Program.  

In addition, when the Chorus goes on tour, a portion of the cost may be covered through this 

Program. 

Chorus Committee 2019 - 2020 

Charlie Crane, Bass 

Mary-Jo Knight, Soprano 

Jessen Langley, Soprano 

Stephanie Leveene, Alto 

Sylvia Parker, Alto 

Ken Saltzstine, Bass 

Ilona Turner, Soprano 

Gia White, Soprano 
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Other Volunteer opportunities 

There are many other activities throughout the year which require volunteer help.  Chorus 

members interested in becoming involved should speak with a Committee member or respond 

when calls for volunteers are announced. 

Specifically, we need volunteers for the following events/activities: 

● Office Work   

● Concerts    

● Sing-Ins    

● Rehearsal Set-up/Tear Down 

 

Donations 

We welcome donations, however small or large, at any time.  Many members find it convenient 

to add a donation at the time of paying dues.  You may designate your donation for the 

Financial Assistance program or any other specific purpose. If unspecified, your donation will be 

directed to general operating support. Donations are fully tax-deductible and will be 

acknowledged in a letter for your records. 

 

Website 

The Chorus website is oaklandsymphony.org/chorus which is a valuable source of information, 

including an updated calendar and concert information.  Chorus members are issued a user 

name and password, which are needed to access all of the information.  Contact Management 

Staff for further information. 

 

Concert Tickets 

Chorus Members may purchase two (2) tickets at 50% discount to each Symphony concert they 

perform in. This excludes Orchestra Front Center and Balcony Front. Discount ticket forms will 

be provided to the Chorus two to three weeks prior to the specific concert. 
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Artist Biographies 

Dr. Lynne Morrow, Director 

Lynne Morrow received her doctoral degree from Indiana University in 

Bloomington.  She also serves as the Music Director of the Pacific Edge 

Voices (formerly the Grammy-nominated Pacific Mozart Ensemble), 

which enjoys a long-time collaboration with Dave Brubeck.  Dr. Morrow 

directs the ensemble, Quanta Chorale, as well as the Quantum Opera 

Theatre, and has been a frequent assistant conductor with the Festival 

Opera.  She heads the Voice and Opera/ Music Theatre programs at 

Sonoma State University and hosts the Stern Grove Music Festival each 

summer.  Dr. Morrow was an assistant conductor of Oakland East Bay 

Symphony’s production of Bernstein’s “Mass” in May 2005 and 

conducted the orchestra along with the Oakland Symphony Chorus in 

Faure’s “Requiem” in Spring 2013.  During her tenure, the scope of the Chorus has expanded to 

include contemporary, international, and neglected works along with the traditional classical 

repertoire. 

 

Kymry Esainko, Accompanist 

Kymry Esainko holds degrees in piano performance and American 

history from Oberlin College and Conservatory of Music, specializing 

in both classical and jazz piano.  Besides being principal pianist for 

the Santa Rosa Symphony since 2002, Kymry is also the 

accompanist for the Pacific Edge Voices.  He has accompanied vocal 

and choral artists worldwide and locally with the Oakland Opera 

Theater, Oakland Symphony, the Peninsula Women’s Chorus, 

Piedmont Children’s Choirs, and WomenSing.  Kymry’s talents 

extend to improvisation as well as composition, with performances 

with the Club Foot Orchestra and his original score for the Fritz Lang 

silent film Metropolis. 
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Contact & Venue Information 

 
Oakland Symphony Office 

Oakland Symphony  

1440 Broadway, Suite 405 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Office Telephone: 510-444-0801 

Website: oaklandsymphony.org/chorus 

Management Staff:  

*Primary Chorus Contact* 

Arianna Rice 

Associate Director of Operations 

Office Telephone: 510-274-6368 

Email: chorus@oaklandsymphony.org 

 

Dr. Mieko Hatano 

Executive Director 

Office Telephone: 510-444-0801 

Email: mhatano@oaklandsymphony.org 

Rehearsal Venues: 

Masonic Center of Oakland 
3903 Broadway, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA  94611 
 

Concert Venues: 
Paramount Theater 
2025 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

Cathedral of Christ the Light 
2121 Harrison Street 
Oakland, CA 9461

Anne Cademenos 

Senior Director of Development 

Email: academenos@oaklandsymphony.org 

 

Patrice Hidu 

Office Manager 

Email: admin@oaklandsymphony.org 

 

Caitlin Bryson 

Marketing Manager 

Email: cbryson@oaklandsymphony.org 

 

Volunteer Section Leaders 

Soprano: Nanci Schneidinger (nanmusik@pacbell.net, 510-620-5583) 
Soprano: Jessen Langley (jessen.langley@gmail.com, 510-359-8590) 
Alto: Loni Williams (inolwilliams2009@gmail.com, 510-816-7805) 
Tenor: Jim Stenson (stenjim68@gmail.com, 510-717-1087) 
Bass: Charlie Crane (cranecharlie48@gmail.com, 510-501-3484) 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1440+Broadway,+Oakland,+CA+94612/@37.8047255,-122.2705352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808f80b3dd98e8f3:0x12307fd1669de487
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1440+Broadway,+Oakland,+CA+94612/@37.8047255,-122.2705352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808f80b3dd98e8f3:0x12307fd1669de487
http://www.oebs.org/
http://www.oebs.org/
mailto:chorus@oebs.org
mailto:mhatano@oaklandsymphony.org
http://www.oaklandsymphony.org/venue/museum-of-childrens-art-mocha/
http://www.oaklandsymphony.org/venue/paramount-theatre/
http://www.oaklandsymphony.org/venue/paramount-theatre/
mailto:academenos@oaklandsymphony.org
mailto:admin@oaklandsymphony.org
mailto:cbryson@oaklandsymphony.org

