
Coming Events

B E S T  W I S H E S  F O R  A  H A P P Y
A N D  B E A U T I F U L  H O L I D A Y

S E A S O N  F R O M  T H E  C H O R U S
C O M M I T T E E .    M A Y  I T  B E

F I L L E D  W I T H  S I N G I N G ,  L O V E ,
F U N ,  J O Y  A N D  H E A L T H .   

Brahms' Requiem November 16, 2018 

SHE WILL CONDUCT US
IN THE HALLELUJAH
CHORUS THIS YEAR! 

N E W S L E T T E R

To respond to the needs of those chorus
members who cannot afford the cost of our
dues (and the cost of future travel), the
Oakland Symphony has set up a new Financial
Assistance Program, which is now up and
running.  We have received some donations,
and we have already provided 2 members with
assistance.  But we need to build up the fund
for the future.  It is important that we receive
donations from as many members as possible. 
 
If you need help with paying your dues in full,
ask Seth for an application. 
 
Otherwise, we hope that all chorus members
will recognize the diversity that we have
achieved and support the program.  The
amount of your donation matters less than the
rate of participation, which is currently less than
5%.  If you can to support the program in this
season of giving, even with a small donation,
please make your check payable to the
“Oakland Symphony,” write “OSC Financial
Assistance Program” in the memo field, and
give it to Seth or Charlie Crane.  Thank you in
advance for your support. Charlie Crane,
Chorus Committee and Financial Assistance
Program Coordinator 

Financial Assistance 



 One more thing: Thank you for sharing your wonderful voices with the OSC! 

G E T  T O  

K N O W  A  

M E M B E R . . .  

Mary-Jo Knight 

Lynne Morrow: Mariachi! 

Lynne Morrow with student co-director,
José Soto, and accompanist, Yvonne
Wormer.  They had just received their
custom made Mariachi suits that night,
before the concert! The concert,
immigration stories told with Mariachi
songs, was well-received! 

   Mary-Jo sings high and strong in the Soprano section. You probably know her face because she
often makes announcements and keeps us informed of important things. She is the Chairperson of our
Chorus Committee since August 2018. She has also been ordering costumes for the new members and
worked on the Gala Committee. She is an asset to our chorus community. 
 
   She and her partner, Mike Parish came to us from New York in 2015 where she sang in the Oratorio
Society of New York.  Says May-Jo, "I grew up in the Oratorio Society, the second oldest chorus in this
country.  After five years I was invited onto the Board." She served many roles on the board over 30
years, including the executive committee, tour coordination, creating a Legacy group and many other
aspects of running an all volunteer chorus.  She shared a fun fact with me! It was Andrew Carnegie's
wife, Louise Whitfield, a singer in the chorus, who actually pushed her husband to build the beloved
Carnegie Hall. The Messiah has been performed annually by the Oratorio Society since 1873 and in
Carnegie since its opening.  Mary-Jo sang Brahms Requiem there with Robert Shaw in 1990 as part of
the 100th Anniversary of Carnegie Hall. 
 
   Upon arrival to the Bay Area, she went straight to a Messiah sing-in in Alameda, joined a chorus and
sang Brahms Requiem. However a friend from New York City and former member of our group, told her
about Lynne Morrow and Michael Morgan, and the Oakland Symphony Chorus so she auditioned to
sing with us. Said Mary-Jo, “What a great choice!” After observing the chorus for a few months, she
saw there were some areas she could fill that she was well qualified to help with, so volunteered for the
Chorus Committee. After a year, she jumped right in and spent time with Lynne, learning her goals for
the group. "We are making great headway" she said, noting "improvements in providing organization,
learning tools for the chorus and the Vocal Muse program that is in the works." 
 
   When Mary-Jo isn't singing, or volunteering with the chorus, you may find her swimming or golfing.
She is winding up a 28-year career as a financial planner.  She is a terrific cook, and an artist as well.
We are quite fortunate that she came all the way across the country to join us. In her words: "I love the
sociability, the cohesion and joy of being part of a larger organization. It's a family feeling and retreats
and potlucks make for lots of sharing opportunities."

Our new dress/jacket exchange worked well! If
you leave the chorus, we will miss you! And,

consider donating or selling your concert attire
to another (new) singer. Contact a chorus

committee member if and when this is
applicable and we will arrange the exchange.

Dress and Jacket Exchange 

SSU's Mariachi Los Lobos del Mar.
Inaugural concert Fall 2018 


